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Pokèmon players to test card playing skills 

By Ruth Ingram
ringram@clintonnews.com
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  What: Pokemon Trading Card Game City Championship

  When: 1 p.m. Saturday

  Where: Clinton Dairy Queen

  Contact: Mike Schell, (601) 720-6029
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Coming Saturday to Clinton's Dairy Queen: A Pokemon Trading Card Game City Championship. 

It's part of a series of Pokemon USA city championships that are taking place across North America through Jan. 21, according to officials with Nintendo, maker of the video and card game. 

The championship is free, and begins at 1 p.m. at the restaurant on U.S. 80. You don't have to preregister, said championship organizer Mike Schell of Brandon. 

"Show up and play," Schell said. "It's an absolutely free event, and I will have a limited number of cards to give away if someone wants to play and has no cards." 

The game is played using cards with various mythical characters that hold different point values. Some cards are very rare; some are very common. 

The object, Schell says, is to group them so that your deck is more valuable than your opponents'. While there are literally thousands of cards on the market, Pokemon tournaments require players to choose from a group of specific cards to build their decks. 

Players not only have to be familiar with the series of cards, they have to learn intricate rules for the various competitions. 

John Richard, 8, a second-grader at Northside Elementary, can't wait to bring his deck of Pokemon cards to the Clinton championship. 

"I haven't played before with my cards, but I'm sure I can win," said John, an avid Pokemon video game player. 

"I got into it with my friends Chris and Jimmy, and I've been watching it on TV to know what every Pokemon name is." 

His three most powerful Pokemon cards: Typhlosion, Charizard and Blastoise. 

"The Pokemon attack each other and make them faint," he explained. "You really want to train your cards to evolve. They can be boys or girls, but I usually want to get boys." 

Strategy definitely is part of Pokemon. 

"A lot of people describe it as chess with cards," Schell said. "It's a unique game because it can be extremely complex, but it can also be very simple and played by kids." 

Although Clinton doesn't yet have a Pokemon league or club, the cities of Pearl and Brandon do. Players meet from 5-7:30 p.m. Mondays at the Pearl library and from 6-8 p.m. Thursdays in the McDonald's at the Pearl/Brandon Wal-Mart. 

Schell also is organizing a league in Madison, and he says Clinton is a great place for a regular Pokemon meeting. 

"If we can get different leagues established in the metro area, then we can have tournaments with the leagues all taking part," Schell said. 

He's looking to Bolton resident Michael Teer, a manager at Clinton's Dairy Queen, to help get the word out and generate interest in the city. 

"My girlfriend and her little brothers introduced me to the game," said Teer, 22. "I'd played other games before, but they never really interested me because they were kind of dark." 

Pokemon, he said, is a fun game. "I went to a tournament, and I was amazed at how many people were playing. I was amazed at the depth of the game." 

At the Clinton championship, Teer said, there will be people on hand to help newcomers to the game. 

"They will especially help smaller kids and beginners and get them started on a game," Teer said. 

Schell said he occasionally gets a small subsidy for putting on larger tournaments in the area, but mostly it's a labor of love. What subsidies he does get are often used to purchases prizes for tourney winners. 

"The event in Clinton is out of our pocket," he said of himself and wife Kathy. "We don't get a subsidy for that." 

But for the kids, Pokemon is an amazing learning tool, Schell believes. 

"It teaches them math and reading skills. Pokemon is full of word problems, and they always have a twist," Schell said. "There is a catch to what they have to do, so it's great for abstract reasoning. You have to figure out what you have to do to defeat someone." 

And, Teer said, it teaches sportsmanship. 

"Before a game, you shake hands," he said. "After a game, you tell your opponent 'Good game.'" 

